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Prologue 
 
 
 
  

 

Authors & Editors: Kris Verkade,  

Manon Dijkstra and Els van Lavieren 
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Before you lies an overview of 10 years of Moroccan 
Ǧɾɵɹɭʀɱ Ǚɻɺɿɱɾʂɭʀɵɻɺ ɲɻʁɺɰɭʀɵɻɺ́ɿ hard work to protect 
the endangered Barbary macaque in Morocco. I can 
hardly believe that it has been 10 years since we first 
started MPC!  

I remember the day so clearly when Hanneke, Rikkert 
and I decided that it was time to take action for this 
unique primate species. And look at us now!! Today we 
have 9 local staff and 15+ international paid and 
volunteer staff. 

I am so incredibly proud of what we have achieved with 
the help of so many people who believe in MPC and 
have kept us going through highs and lows.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank everybody who 
has supported MPC over the last 10 years  ͑without you 
we could have never achieved this. Enjoy! 

Els van Lavieren, Director MPC 
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Introduction 
Over the past 10 years MPC has been working protecting the Barbary  
macaque. Here are just a few of our accomplishments: 
 
× We accomplished gaining the conservation of the Barbary macaque to be a much 

higher priority to the Moroccan authorities  
× We initiated and facilitated the creation of a National Conservation Action Plan for the 

Barbary macaque in Morocco.  
× We have educated over 5000 children in Morocco with our education programmes 
× In 2014, we prevented 100% of poaching within the groups in the Azrou forest 
× We have spread awareness with approximately 5000 visitors in Ifrane NP 
× Our presence reaches hundreds of thousands of visitors to Morocco every year 
× We have published numerous academic papers on Barbary macaque conservation 
× Since 2014, we have kept 30 families warm and reduced their need for fire wood in 

the Ifrane NP with our oven/ heater programme  
× In 2008, we initiated and saw through the shift in the conservation status in the IUCN 

Red List from "Vulnerable" to "Endangered" in 2008 
× In 2015, we have 10 local staff and 15+ international staff (both paid and volunteer) 
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ǥʁɾ ʀɱɭɹ̶̵̵ 
 
MPC was founded by Hanneke van Ormondt, Rikkert Reijnen and Els van 
Lavieren in 2005. The founders were working at a sanctuary for exotic animals 
at the time and decided to start MPC after seeing many infant Barbary 
macaques being offered for shelter. According to the founders, not enough 
was done to stop this illegal trade. In 2012 Kristina Stazaker launched the UK 
branch of MPC Foundation. 

 

 

Hanneke van Ormondt  

- Founder and Advisor - 

Rikkert Reijnen 
- Founder and Chairman 

- 

Els van Lavieren 

- Founder and Director - 
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   Mohamed             Omar               Saleh           Abdellah 
   Team leader Eco-guards         Eco-guard                           Eco-guard /  MonkeyWatch guide 
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Mustapha       Alla & Abdellah             Hassan 
       Eco-guard         Eco-guards                         Eco-guard 
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Hicham Zemmouri  Boris Janssen 
    - Treasurer -                              - Secretary -  
 

 

 

 

          
Pauline Verheij             Staci McLennan 

            - Trustee -               - Trustee - 
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        Kristina Stazaker    Katie Chabriere              Liz Campbell         Selma El Fassi Fihri 
  - Founder of the UK          - Education Officer -   - Programme Director Morocco -   - Rescue & Confiscation  
   & Fundraising Manager                  officer - 
           MPC UK-           

 
 
  
           
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

We have many amazing international 
and Moroccan volunteers & supporters, 
both past and present, that help MPC 

in many different ways. 
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Research & Publications 
 
Throughout the years MPC has conducted many research projects to survey the situation 
of the Barbary macaque and its habitat. This way MPC has been able to implement 
solutions and strategies to prevent the Barbary macaque from going extinct. 

 
 
 
 

2003 /2004 /2010 /2011

Research on the 
illegal trade in Barbary 

macaques

2005 / 2011                   
Research on the 

numbers of Barbary 
macaques in Ifrane 

National Park

2009                       
Research on wildlife 

trade in the Rif / North 
of Morocco

2014

Research on forest 
fragments to re-
connect Barbary 

macaque habitat with 
corridors in Ifrane 

National Park

2012                          
Research on the 

opinion of 
tourists regarding the 
use of macaques for 

photo props in 
Marrakech
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http://mpcfoundation.nl/site/wp-content/uploads/IMG_1696.jpg
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MPC has published scientific articles and contributed to several scientific 
publications. 
 

Van Lavieren, E. (2004) The illegal trade in the Moroccan Barbary macaque (Macaca sylvanus) and 

the impact on the wild population. MSc thesis, Oxford Brookes University, Oxford, UK. 

Van Lavieren, E. (2008) The illegal trade in Barbary macaques from Morocco and its impact on the 

wild population. TRAFFIC Bulletin, 21, 123ï130.  

Van Lavieren, E., Wich, S.A., (2010) Decline of the endangered Barbary macaque (Macaca sylvanus) 

in the cedar forest of the Middle Atlas Mountains, Morocco. Oryx 44, 133ï138. 

El Alami, A., Van Lavieren, E., Aboufatima,R., Chait, A. (2012) Differences in Activity Budgets and 
Diet Between Semiprovisioned and Wild-Feeding Groups of the Endangered Barbary Macaque 
(Macaca sylvanus) in the Central High Atlas Mountains, Morocco, Am. Journ. Prim. 74: 3, 210-216 
 
Majolo, B., van Lavieren, N., Maréchal, L., MacLarnon, A., Marvin, G., Qarro, M., Semple, S. (2013) Out 
of Asia: The Singular Case of the Barbary macaque. Developments in Primatology: Progress and 
Prospects, Volume 43, pp 167-183, Springer. New York 
 
El Alami A., Van Lavieren, E., Aboufatima R., Chait A.  (2013). A Population Survey of the 
Endangered Barbary Macaque Macaca sylvanus in the Central High Atlas Mountains, Morocco. 
Oryx - The International Journal of Conservation.   
 
Nijman, V., Bergin D., Van Lavieren, E. - Conservation in an ever globalizing world ï wildlife trade in, 

from, and through Morocco, a gateway to Europe. Book chapter in ñTropical conservation ï a view 

from the southòï In print. 
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Anti-poaching efforts 
 

In 2014 MPC launched the first anti-poaching scheme which ran from 
September to October. MPC deployed 3 monkey guards who were granted 
authority by Ifrane NP. They were there to detect poaching activity. One of 
our guards managed to stop an entire group of poachers one night ͑  and the 
ɸɻɯɭɸ ɯɻɹɹʁɺɵʀʅ́ɿ awareness of intensified surveillance possibly lead to a 
decrease in poaching attempts. In 2013, a devastating 80% of the ɲɻɾɱɿʀ́ɿ 
infants were poached in one night. In our pilot scheme, the guarded groups 
retained all their infants. In 2015, we installed the first ever eco-guard team in 
Morocco. The team now patrols the Ifrane NP, stopping poaching, educating 
visitors and collecting data on illegal activities in the forest. We are super 
proud of our very motivated team!                     
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Education & Awareness 
 

Education is one of the important tools we use to tackle the problems the Barbary 
macaques face. 

 

We organised and helped with an 
educational campaign in the ports of 
Tanger, Algeciras and Tarifa in 
2007/2010/2011/2012. Tourists and 
visitors travelling to Morocco were 
informed about the illegal trade of 
Barbary macaques, told not to buy a 
young macaque and also not to take 
pictures with the animals.  
 
 
 

  

In 2012, MPC initiated a pilot educational 
programme at 12 local schools in the 
ɾɱɳɵɻɺɿ ɻɲ Ǘʆɾɻʁ ɭɺɰ Ǚɭɿɯɭɰɱɿ ɰ́ǥʁʆɻʁɰ̵ 
For this programme Manon Dijkstra and 
Krɵɿʀɵɭɭɺ Ǭɱɾɷɭɰɱ ɰɱʂɱɸɻɼɱɰ ʀɴɱ ̀ɹacaque 
gamé  and the children enjoyed this 
educational tool very much. Due it its 
success, we continued this programme in 

2014 and 2015. 
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MPC also started an education 
programme with Rabat zoo in 2013. 
For the education programme the very 
succesɿɲʁɸ ̀ɹɭɯɭɽʁɱ ɳɭɹɱ́ was printed 
on a big sheet and was used at the 
ɯɴɵɸɰɾɱɺ́ɿ ɱɰʁɯɭʀɵɻɺ ɯɱɺʀɾɱ. More than 
12.000 children visit the zoo annually.  
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ǣǦǙ ɯɾɱɭʀɱɰ ɭɺ ɱɰʁɯɭʀɵɻɺɭɸ ɯɴɵɸɰɾɱɺ́ɿ 
book called Cèdre, about a little Barbary  
macaque that is captured from the 
forest.  
This book is used during our bi-annual 
education programme. Cèdre was 
illustrated and written by Mark 
Rademaker. 
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Our education branch in the UK visits 
various schools to educate children 
about the Barbary macaque. Our 
Education team is in the process of 
initiating an education platform 
between schools in the UK and in 
Morocco and creating an education 
page on our website with Tacheta as 
our mascot.  
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Mohamed, our Educator/Monkey 
guard in action. (Picture by: Jean-
Baptiste Pouchain) Mohamed has 
been working for MPC educating 
visitors to Ifrane NP and keeping an 
eye on the macaques. 
 


